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appeal from Madrid to Rome, saved the lives of those who
were unjustly or extravagantly accused.

4 The real business however of the Holy Office now,1
continued the Cardinal, c is in reality only doctrinal; and
there is something truly sublime, essentially divine, I would
say, in this idea of an old man, like the Holy Father, him-
self the object of ceaseless persecution by all the children
of Satan, never for a moment relaxing his heaven-inspired
efforts to maintain the purity of the faith once delivered to
he Saints, and at the same time to propagate it through-
ut the whole world, so that there should be no land on
idiich the sun shines that should not afford means of salva-
tion to suffering man.    Yes, the Propaganda and the In-
quisition alone are sufficient to vindicate the sacred claims
of Borne.    Compared with them mere secular and human
institutions, however exalted, sink into insignificance.'

These excursions with the Cardinal were not only re-
peated, but became almost of daily occuiTence. The Car-
dinal took Lothair with him in his visits of business, and
introduced him to the eminent characters of the city.
Some of these priests were illustrious scholars, or votaries
of science, whose names were quoted with respect and as
authority in the circles of cosmopolitan philosophy. Then
there were other institutions at Rome, which the Cardinal
snatched occasions to visit, and which, if not so awfully
venerable as the Propaganda and the Inquisition, never-
theless testified to the advanced civilisation of Rome and
the Romans, and the enlightened administration of the
Holy Father. According to Cardinal Grandison, all the
great modern improvements in the administration of hos-
pitals and prisons originated in the eternal city ; scientific
ventilation, popular lavatories, the cellular or silent system,
the reformatory. And yet these were nothing compared
with the achievements of the Pontifical Government in
education. In short, complete popular education only